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"Extortion" 1s the use of threats to obtain leverage in a situation in which the victim of the threat has no feasible legal remedy. | 
Under the common law, the crime of "extortion" 1s generally defined as the unlawful taking by a public officer, under color of 


office, of any money or thing of value that is not due to the officer, or more than is due, or before it is due.” 


In many states, the crime of extortion has been statutorily expanded to include acts by private individuals under which money, 


property, or some other thing of value is obtained by means of force, fear, or threats.’ Other states retain the common-law 


definition of extortion but prohibit, under other statutes, conduct by private individuals under which a thing of value is obtained 


by means of force, fear, or threats.* The term "blackmail" is often used as a synonym of the term "extortion." 
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